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We clearly need a stronger manufac-
turing sector such as we have had in
our history. That sector cannot effec-
tively compete against companies sub-
sidized by the Chinese Government,
companies that pay slave wages, that
too often churn out dangerous toys
that end up in our children’s bedrooms,
and toxic, contaminated food that ends
up too often in our families breakfast
rooms.

On a level, competitive playing field,
U.S. companies thrive. When the cards
are stacked against them, they strug-
gle, of course.

In 2007, prior to the onset of the 2008
recession, 217,000 manufacturing jobs
across the country were lost. That was
last year before this recession seems to
have deepened. Madam President,
217,000 jobs were lost in the manufac-
turing sector last year in places such
as Youngstown, Warren, Ravenna, and
Lima, all over my State.

The United States now has fewer
manufacturing jobs—get this—the
United States, now with 300 million
people, has fewer manufacturing jobs
today than it did in 1950 when we had
about 150 million people in our coun-
try. Manufacturing jobs bring wealth
to our communities. A job that pays
$15 an hour in Marion, OH, and pays $14
an hour in Springfield, OH, brings
wealth into the community that spends
out into other jobs and prosperity for
other people in the community.

We have lost more than 3 million
manufacturing jobs since President
Bush took office in 2001. Many of these
jobs have been eliminated because of
imports from China or direct offshoring
to countries such as China.

Last week, NewPage, a paper manu-
facturing company based in
Miamisburg, OH, near Dayton, an-
nounced it was shutting down plants in
Wisconsin, Maine, and Chillicothe, OH.
Heavily government-subsidized Chinese
paper producers account for nearly 50
percent of the world market.

One country, because of subsidies and
low wages, unenforced environmental
rules, and pretty much nonexistent
protection for workers, accounts for 50
percent of the world market. That is
not free trade, that is a racket.

China has done little to address the
fundamental misalignment of its cur-
rency, a practice that continues to
take jobs and wealth from our country,
and they don’t share it with their
workers. If they didn’t have an oppres-
sive, authoritarian government, it
would be a different story. They are
taking wealth out of our country, and
it means higher profits for outsourcing
companies, more money for the Chi-
nese Communist Party, for the Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army, but not much
for Chinese workers.

When we allow China to manipulate
currency, trade isn’t free, it is fixed.
When we allow China to import dan-
gerous products into our country, we
should not be surprised when Ameri-
cans balk.

It took generations for our Nation to
build a solid product safety system. If

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

we don’t demand safe imports from
China and our other trading partner
nations, our investment in U.S. prod-
uct safety becomes an exercise in futil-
ity. Think how it happens. U.S. compa-
nies shut down an American toy manu-
facturer, for instance, and those U.S.
companies, after shutting down the
manufacturing in the United States,
move to China. China is a country with
low wages, unenforced environmental
and worker safety standards. The U.S.
company goes to China because of
weak environmental and worker safety
standards and low wages. Because they
don’t enforce those rules, you know
what is going to happen. Products
made in those countries will be made
in bad conditions, and there is likely to
be toxic or dangerous toys, and more
likely to be contaminated food.

The U.S. companies in China then
push their Chinese subcontractors to
cut costs because they want more prof-
it. So they are pushing the Chinese
subcontractors to cut costs, and then
those products that are imported into
the United States are even more dan-
gerous. Then the Consumer Products
Safety Commission in this country—
because of President Bush’s decisions,
we have weakened the regulatory sys-
tem, so those products come in and
there are not enough inspectors. The
laws are weakened, so the dangerous
toys and contaminated food too often
ends up in our family rooms, bedrooms,
and our kitchens.

Some free-trade proponents say
workers and consumers should get over
it, get used to it; it is globalization and
there is nothing you can do about it.
That is wrong.

Continuing this course will not only
cost the middle class more jobs, it will
cost our economy its global leadership.
It will foist so much debt on our chil-
dren and their children that basic eco-
nomic security, basic retirement secu-
rity may be reserved for the fortunate
few. Certainly not the middle class.
And as for the poor, just let them eat
cake.

The people in Ohio, in all corners, are
swimming upstream against deterio-
rating economic forces. One important
reason for that is that Federal policy-
makers continue to cling to the fan-
tasy that markets run themselves and
police themselves, and as long as the
rich are getting richer, wealth will
trickle down, jobs will be created, and
everybody is better off.

It is time to take the blinders off. To
secure our economy for the future, we
need to write trade rules that crack
down on anticompetitive gaming. In
our country, still the most powerful in
the world, with the most vigorous
economy, we need to write trade rules
that crack down on anticompetitive
gaming of the system. That is what
they have done. We need trade rules
that prevent dangerous products from
entering our country. We need trade
rules that acknowledge that destroying
the environment in any country,
whether it is China or the TUnited
States, is a threat to every country.
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We need to take responsibility for
the consequences of our inaction when
it comes to trade policy. We need to
take responsibility for the con-
sequences of mistakes we have made in
writing trade policy. We need to
change course, and we need to do it
now.

I yield the floor.

(Mr. CASEY assumed the Chair.)

————

RECOGNIZING ROBERT ‘“‘SARGENT”’
SHRIVER

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today
to recognize Robert ‘‘Sargent’ Shriver,
a role model, hero, and icon. An activ-
ist, attorney, and politician, Sargent
Shriver has always led by example,
driven by the desire to serve those less
fortunate.

Sargent Shriver’s political career
began in 1960, when he worked for his
brother-in-law, Democratic Presi-
dential candidate John F. Kennedy.
Passionate about civil rights, Shriver
was instrumental in connecting then-
Senator Kennedy with Reverend Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. And when the
newly elected President established the
Peace Corps in 1961, Shriver became
the new agency’s first director. This
organization, which promotes peace
and international friendship, embodies
Shriver’s belief in public service by
young people to help the poor and the
uneducated abroad and at home. In less
than 6 years, Shriver developed volun-
teer activities in more than 55 coun-
tries with more than 14,500 volunteers.

In 1962, Sargent Shriver’s wife Eunice
Kennedy Shriver began ‘‘Camp Shriv-
er,” a day camp for young people with
physical and intellectual disabilities.
“Camp Shriver” grew into the Special
Olympics, of which Sargent Shriver
later became president and chairman
of the board. Special Olympics was
built on Eunice and Sargent Shriver’s
shared dedication to expanding oppor-
tunities for disabled persons, and today
brings athletic competition to 2.5 peo-
ple in 165 countries.

Shriver was presented with the
Franklin D. Roosevelt Freedom from
Want Award in 1993, a prestigious
award that acknowledges a lifetime
commitment to securing the basic
needs of others. On August 8, 1994,
President Bill Clinton recognized Sar-
gent Shriver’s lifetime in public serv-
ice with the Presidential Medal of
Freedom, the United States’ highest ci-
vilian honor.

Additionally, Sargent Shriver served
as U.S. Ambassador to France and has
directed several organizations includ-
ing, Head Start, Job Corps, Community
Action, Upward Bound, Foster Grand-
parents, and the National Center on
Poverty. Today, Shriver lives in Mary-
land with his wife.

To tell Shriver’s life story to the
next generation, Emmy award-winning
writer, producer and director Bruce
Orenstein created a film entitled
““American Idealist: The Story of Sar-
gent Shriver.”” The program, which
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aired on the Public Broadcasting Serv-
ice this past Monday, January 21, 2008,
focuses on Shriver’s visionary devotion
to activism. By highlighting his role in
the civil rights movement and the war
on poverty, this powerful film will help
spread Sargent Shriver’s message of
patriotic service.

In closing, I extend my most sincere
gratitude to Robert Sargent Shriver.
As a result of this film, his legacy will
continue to inspire future generations
of Americans.

——————

RECOGNIZING CONGRESSMAN TOM
LANTOS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today
to recognize one of America’s most re-
spected and distinguished lawmakers:
chairman of the House Committee on
Foreign Affairs, ToM LANTOS of Cali-
fornia.

The story of Congressman LANTOS is
unique in American history, and one
that serves as an inspiration to each of
us. Born in Budapest, Hungary, on Feb-
ruary 1, 1928, this young man displayed
the type of intellectual precociousness
characteristic of our great statesmen
of the past. It was during his youth in
Central Europe that Congressman LAN-
TOS experienced great joys but also en-
dured a most terrible tragedy.

By the time he was 16 years old, the
Nazis had occupied his native Hungary,
and as a result of being born into a
Jewish family, Congressman LANTOS
was soon taken to a forced labor camp.
Through unimaginable perseverance
and resolve, he survived long enough to
escape and then complete the 22-mile
trek to a safe house run by Swedish hu-
manitarian Raoul Wallenberg. Sadly,
like so many other Jewish families
torn apart by the Holocaust, Congress-
man LANTOS lost his family in the or-
deal.

A bright moment during these dark-
est of times in human history was the
reunification of two childhood sweet-
hearts. ToM and his lovely wife An-
nette first met as children growing up
in Budapest, and they have now en-
tered their 58th year of devoted mar-
riage to one another.

Two years after the last shots of
World War II were fired, Congressman
LANTOS won a scholarship to study in
the United States. Arriving in America
with nothing more than a piece Hun-
garian salami, he began his studies at
the University of Washington in Se-
attle, where he received a B.A. and
M.A. in economics. This young aca-
demic then moved to San Francisco in
1950, where he began graduate studies
at the University of California, Berke-
ley, eventually receiving his Ph.D. in
economics.

Following three decades as a college
professor in economics, ToM was elect-
ed to Congress in 1980 from the State of
California. Ever since, Congressman
LANTOS has enjoyed as fine a career in
public service as any lawmaker of his
generation. Perhaps his greatest single
contribution to our cherished branch of
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government was his founding, along
with Congressman John Edward Porter
of Illinois, of the Congressional Human
Rights Caucus in 1983. In the inter-
vening quarter-century, the caucus has
brought much-needed attention to the
most pressing human rights crises
around the world. In 1987, the caucus
became the first official U.S. entity to
welcome recent Congressional Gold
Medal recipient, his Holiness the Dalai
Lama, to the United States.

Considering Congressman LANTOS’
wealth of intellect and wisdom in the
field of foreign policy, the TUnited
States has been privileged to have him
serve as chairman of the House Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs for the past
12 months, where he previously served
as ranking member. From demanding
tougher sanctions on the Iranian gov-
ernment to standing up for democracy
and human rights in Burma, his chair-
manship has been nothing short of
masterful in these most difficult of
times. I can stand up here today, with
the full confidence of my colleagues in
the Senate, and say that American for-
eign policy has been greatly enriched
by the contributions of Congressman
LANTOS throughout his tenure in the
House of Representatives.

I met ToM before I came to Wash-
ington in 1982. He is terrific in so many
ways and he is devoted to his wife, chil-
dren, and grandchildren. His No. 1 pri-
ority is his two beautiful daughters, 17
fantastic grandchildren, and two won-
derful great-grandchildren. He loves
them and loves to talk about them.

I served with Chairman LANTOS dur-
ing my years as a Member of the House
of Representatives and consider him a
friend, as well as a leader. I shared the
sadness of my fellow Senators and
House Members, when Chairman LAN-
TOS announced that he will leave the
House at the end of this year. On behalf
of all my friends in the Senate, I wish
you and your family all the best as you
continue your public service in other
ways following this congressional ses-
sion.

———
RETIREMENT OF BILL GAINER

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I rise
today to congratulate Bill Gainer for
his many professional contributions to
my home State and to wish him well as
he begins a new chapter in his life. I
have known Bill and his wife Gerry for
over 20 years. Bill is a proud son of the
southside of Chicago. He was born in
Roseland to Dorothy Quinn and Wil-
liam Gainer, a second generation Chi-
cago police officer. He and his six
brothers and sisters went to St.
Wilabroad grammar school and Bill
graduated from St. Ignatius in 1958—at
16 years of age. Bill found his calling
and started with Illinois Bell in 1960.
The next year he joined the Army
where he ran phone lines through
southern Texas in the 261st Signal Con-
struction Corps.

Starting at the top—of a telephone
pole as a lineman—Bill has worked his
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way through every operation of Illinois
Bell—construction/operations, installa-
tion/repair, marketing, network coordi-
nation-planning, and business rela-
tions. He ended up at the crossroads in
a job that combined his depth of
knowledge and love for the phone com-
pany with his devotion to Chicago and
the labor and civic organizations that
make it the greatest city in the world.

Leveraging his place in the business
community with his Irish heritage, Bill
became an active member in the city of
Chicago and Cook County Irish Trade
Missions. Mayor Richard M. Daley ap-
pointed Bill as the chairman of the
Chicago Sister Cities International
Program—Galway Committee in Octo-
ber of 2001. He has hosted mayors,
Members of the Irish Parliament and
business leaders to promote trade and
business development between Chicago
and Ireland. Bill is also the chairman
of the Business Development Com-
mittee for the Cook County Irish Trade
Mission to County Down and County
Cork. The ever-expanding success of
the South Side Irish Parade owes much
to Bill. He is the Parade’s emeritus
chair.

Bill also has been active in many
civic and nonprofit organizations. Clos-
est to his heart are his involvement on
the advisory board for Misericordia
Heart of Mercy and the executive board
of the Mercy Home for Boys and Girls.
Bill was awarded the Misericordia
Heart of Mercy Award in 2001 for his
dedication and devotion to the
Misericordia Home where his sister
Rosemary lived many happy years. He
is also the past president of the Illinois
Veterans Leadership Program, an exec-
utive board member of the Irish Fel-
lowship Club, the Chicagoland Chamber
of Commerce, the Convention and
Tourism Bureau, as well as the Irish
American Alliance. As a result of his
deep respect for law enforcement and
the fact that there has been a Gainer
serving continuously on the Chicago
Police Department for over 100 years,
Bill is an active member and strong
supporter of the Hundred Club of Cook
County.

Bill is the first to admit that behind
all these wonderful accomplishments is
his great wife Gerry, a registered nurse
and his six children, Bill, Bridget,
Nora, Maureen, Mary, and Shelia and
four grandchildren. Since they met at
Duffy’s Tavern in 1964, Bill and Gerry
have not only been a great team, but
also a lot of fun and a wonderful exam-
ple of marriage and family. I congratu-
late him and his family and wish them
the very best.

REMEMBERING MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR.

Mr. KYL. Mr. President, on January
21, the Nation recognized the birthday
of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
It is important that we honor this day
and that we do not let the significance
of Dr. King fade from our memories, as
individuals and as a nation.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-15T08:51:24-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




